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overgrown and morbid conimerre, into 
tliis situation ? and at the expiration of 
a few short monllm, it the * )rders in 
Council cause the continuance of the 
AiTierican Embargo, and we do not 
receive ample supplies of tlax-beed for 
next spring's sowing, let us inquire 
if our linen weavers and ^piuners will 
not be similarly distressed. 'I'lie welfare 
of the staple trade of the north of Ire- 
land is endangered by the commercial 
war ui which we are engaged. 

I shall give a lew excellent lines, 
descriptive of our present state, from 
an anonymous imitation of the 8lh 
Satire of Juvenal, published a few 
years ago, with which 1 lately met 
much to my satisfaction. They justly 
mark the present tendency to elevate 
the higher ranks, and depress still 
more the lower and middling classes of 
society. 
" Tliere nieet the extremes of rank; tliere 

social art 
Has levei'd mankind by tlitir Keirijli 

heart — 
There nocoiilei»ted middle class we frace. 
The so!e ambition to be rich anil base. 
{<i)Uie o'er llieir natiTC element elale, 
Like ice-fornied islands, tow'r in frozen 

slate, 
Repel all nature with tlieir geliil breath. 
And what setuis harbour is the jaw of 

death. 
The wretched mass beat do.i u, tiie strug- 

irling mind. 
Nor see noi' feel their coantry, or their 

kind : 
But bow the back, and bend the eye to 

earth, 
And strangle leeling in its infant birth ; 
Thro* all extends one sterile swamp of 

soul. 
And fogs of apathy invest the whole." 

The world appears to be divided 
into two classes, the dupers and tie 
duped. The former ra.ke up for the 
smalhiess of their nuniber by tiieir 
superior dexterity, and tiieir acting 
logi-tlur in compact and by a kiiui of 
concert. Ihe la;tor can i^nly recover 
the long witlihekl rights (.f [xivaie 
judginent, by a moderate tempera! e 
assertion of their cUiuns, and by cLiliuly 
using their endeavours to increase tiieir 
stock o( knowledge and information. 
They then would not resign tiie impoi- 
taiit privile.;e ot thoug>!t, nor wuuld 
wars l)e curried on for the aaaraiulize- 
iiunt of the feia to the oppr^b:,ion of 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 



WHEN I suggested a few hints 
on tiie subject of saving bees 
during winter, 1 omitted menlioning 
the feeding of thein, not because 1 
was not aware of its importance, but 
because I conceived thatobservations ou 
that point would more properly appear 
ill a future number. The best time 
for feeding bees, is, I apprehend, ear- 
ly in spchig, when upon examination, 
it is found, that the store laid up 
for the winter is not sufficient for 
their support, till thev can procure a 
supply from the gardens and fields ; 
I admit that it is proper to examine 
the hives immediately after the work- 
ing season is over ; that is the time 
when the proprietor is to det<~rmiiie 
which hives he ougiit to keep for the en- 
suing season ; for 'it is extremely wrong 
to suffer hives not intended for stocks 
to remain after this period. Bees will 
consume more honey in one month 
towards the Ciid of autumn, than du- 
ring the whole wititer. But 1 am of 
op n'oii, tiiat it is best to leave such 
hives as it is proper to keep till the 
next season, with the store which lias 
been collected, till towiird spring when 
they are to be attended (o, and fed, 
if necessary. It is not viorth keep- 
ing a hive that does not Weigii from 
18 to 20 pounds, and a Utve of this 
weiglit will in general be found to 
have a sufhcient supply of honey, 
es)>ecialiy if there be a lonj^ conti- 
nnaiice of cold, severe weather during 
tlie winter months ; if there should 
happen to be iiiucli mild open wettti^er, 
during winter, the bees will coiMume 
more honey ; but it is time enOusli 
to examine early in spring, wheilier 
they h-'ve, or have not a competent 
supply : the exception to this is, when 
for some panieulaj reason, we w:>li 
to ki-ep a weak hive till the ne^t 
season. !u this case, it is necessary 
to grant the bees an immediale sup- 
ply of honey, after the working sea- 
son is over, to prevent them perishing, 
as sometimes happens, before the win- 
ter sets in, or during the winter 
months. It is not to be expected 
however, that hives which it is neces- 
sary to su]>plv in this manner will re- 
pjy the propvie'or for his trouble au'l 
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expense. It is better to have a few- 
strong hives, than to have a consi- 
derable number, which it is necessary 
to fee<l from time to time. 

Various methods have been suggest- 
ed by ingenious men for feeding bees. 
Some recommend to put honey di- 
luted with water, into an empty comb, 
split reeds, or clean wool ; and 
Wildn)an describes a particular kind 
of vessel which he invented for the 
purpose. Perhaps, the very best plan 
which can be adopted is to feed bees 
with honey-comb, esf)ecially if that 
be true which is stated by the au- 
thors of the " Maisou Rustique," that 
pure honey does not form a food 
sufficiently sulistantial for them and 
consequently subjects them to disorders. 
They advise therefore to feed bees 
with honey-comb, taken from another 
hive, the cells of which are filled 
with crude wax or bee-bread. 

If heney-comb cannot be procured, 
raise the hive from the board on which 
it is placed, and set underneath it a 
small plate of liquid honey, covered 
with paper pierced full of holes.througii 
this the bees will suck the honey 
witiiout daubing themselves. In a few 
days tlie plate may be removed, and 
an additional supply aft'orded, if ne- 
cessary. In case honey cannot be 
procured, dissolve fine sugar in wa- 
»er so as to make it of the consistence 
of liquid honey, and present it to the 
bees in the manner above described, 
or fill with it the cells of an empty 
honey-comb, and place it under the 
hive. Some prefer dissolving the sugar 
in milk, supposing that they thus 
obtain a substance more resembling 
honey. The use of milk can certainly 
do no harm, though 1 do not imagine 
that by this process any particular 
advantage is gained, with respect to 
the bees ; I confess however that I 
have not made experiments sufficient 
to determine this point. Let those 
who have occasion to feed several 
hives, try dilferenf substances. It is 
certainly an object to such to ascer- 
tain what is most proper for the sus- 
tenance of their bees. 

I may conclude these remarks by 
observing that it is adviseable to be 
rather generous than otherwise in feed- 
ing weak hives. By afl'ording them 
an abundant suppl)', they will be more 
torward in spring. Btes are liiithful 



stewards, and will aniply repay their 
master tor the plentilul provision hi; 
may make for their support. They 
will be stronger in spring* will most 
probably swarm earlier in summer, 
and produce more and larger swarms 
than hives which have been provided 
with a scanty store. A. Z. 
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LAWRENCE STERNE has found 
a defender in your last month's 
Magazine. 1 cannot agree in the 
opinion, that the death olF an author 
should excuse him from just criticism. 
If his works survive and continue to 
have an injurii>us tendency on the pub- 
lic taste, no false delicacy should ex- 
empt them from merited censure. 
When I sent the Anecdott-s of bterne, 
1 professed to have little acquaintance 
with his writings; 1 once made an 
attempt to read his- Tristram Shandy, 
but found the first chapter so gross 
in its manner, that I closed the 
book with disgust. 1 like wit, but 
detest obscenity. I read his Senti- 
mental Journey many years ago; and 
in it also I met with much to displease. 
His pruriency of manner was more 
glossed over* but on that account not 
less dajigerous, for with an affectation 
of being refined, the delineation of 
some ot his scenes is calculated to 
give other ideas than directly meet 
the ear ; as in his account of the I'ille 
de Chambre. 

1 give the following quotation from 
the I'jicyclopadia Britaniiica. 

" In every serious page, and in 
many of much levity, the author 
wr.tes in praise of benevolence, and de- 
clares that no one who knew him couM 
suppose him one of those wretches 
who heap misfortune upon misfortune. 
But we have heard anecdotes of hhn 
extremely well authenticated, which 
prove that it was easier for him to 
praise this virtue than to practice it. 
His wit is univei-sally allowed ; but 
many readers have persuaded them- 
selves that they fdiind wit in his blank 
pages, while it is probable that h^ 
intended nothing but to amuse himself 
with the idea of the sage conjectures 
to which these pages would give occa- 
sion. L''ven his originality is not such 
as is generally siipposed by those fond 



